
On this chilly Saturday morning 23
members arrived with great
anticipation to ob-
serve the re-
nowned artistic
turner Andrew Git-
toes entertain us
with his unique tal-
ent. Andrew uses
few tools and no
gadgets.

Andrew commenced with a slide
show of some impressive work
that is displayed all over America in
various art galleries. The slides
took us
through a
progression
of his ma-
turing as an
artistic
turner.
His prefer-
ence is to
work with
green timber at speed and he ap-
plies heat for surface drying before
sanding down to only 400 grid.

Andrew demonstrated turning
a Myrtle bowl down to 3 mm
thick while explaining the in-
tricateness of achieving the
desired result. The next item
was a Myrtle hollow form
decorated with beads to the
half fin-
ished
state.
After
lunch An-
drew
continued
by turn-
ing a ta-
pered
hollow form with three legs
carved from the same piece of
Casurina wood. We were
amazed to see him use a skew
to clear the center before
switching to his Stuart deep
hollowing tool with a center
and depth control point .
Turning down the
outside was an interesting
observation, the top to bottom
taper has to cont p5

Highlights of July Meeting

What’s Happening

25 September Hands On, Your Favourite Finish

Annual General Meeting

23 October John Harris & Bill Shean (and anyone else with an interesting
chuck) Chucks and Chucking

6-7 November Southern Highlands Arts Trail

21 November Corbett Gardens Stall.

Need volunteers and goods for sale

27 November TBA

Joan Armstrong—Rainbow of the Southern Highlands. Toys
needed.

11 December Christmas Party. Mittagong RSL Club
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Show & Tell ­ July Meeting Project for July was a Cutting Board

Ron South: Cup & Saucer, camphor laurelPaul Bruce: Bowl, leylandia pine

Bill Bailey: Cup, Saucer & Spoon,
black wattle & ash

Col Hayman: Cup, Saucer & Spoon, huon &
ginko

Paul Bruce: Bowl, silky oak

Paul Bruce: Lidded Bowl, silky oak & ce-
ramic

Max Donato: Music Boxes, River Red Gum

John Crisp: Lidded Bowl, eucalypt burlPeter Jackson: Cup, Saucer & Spoon, huon and radiata

Arts Trail 6-7 November
The Arts Trail is fast approaching. We need goods for sale with lots of variety. Some of the things that we could do that we did not
have last year are:

Honey dippers Candle sticks and holder Ear ring stands Necklace and chain stands

Bird houses Wall hangings Picture frames Ring stands Spurtles Dibbers

Teaspoons Butter knives Lamps Needle Cases Cake knives

Breadboards Keyrings Clocks Pedestal bowls Sugar bowls
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Show & Tell ­ July Meeting Project for July was a cutting board.

Ian Pye: Platter, KauriRoger Wilson: Bowl, false cypress & Bowl, leylandia pine

Ian Pye: Platter, Kauri John Harris: Lidded Bowl (lid is an extra bowl, ginko biloba & Bowl, thuyra

Graeme Webb: Chopping Board, Tas
blackwood & Tas oak

John Harris:Multi-centred bowl, PNG
walnut

Ian Pye: Inside out turned Lamp, oregan

Graeme Webb: Cup, Saucer & Spoon- huon, WR cedar & Fiji mahogany, Lidded Bowl-Aust hardwood

John Harris: Cloak pins, Qld flooring
boards

Graeme Webb:Wine bottle coaster, Aust
h’wood

John Harris: Natural Edge Bowl, beena
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Show & Tell ­ July Meeting Project for July was a cutting board.

John Harris: Ma & Pa Kettl, oregan Les Dunn: Bowl, avocado

October President’s Challenge
The Challenge in October is a toy or game. Hopefully, any toys and games presented will be handed over to
Joan Armstrong at our November meeting.

I remembered that in the first year or so of ‘Woodturning’, the English magazine, Robbie Bell had provided
plans and instructions for building a number of board games.

So pages 8-14 have 6 different projects you could work on for the October meeting. Ed.

Great Truths That Adults Have Learned:
1. Raising teenagers is like nailing jelly to a tree.

2. Wrinkles don’t hurt.

3. Families are like fudge…...mostly sweet, with a few nuts.

4. Today’s mighty oak is just yesterday’s nut that held it’s ground.

5. Laughing is good exercise….it’s like jogging on the inside.

6. Middle age is when you choose your cereal for the fiber, not the toy.

The Four Stages of Life
1. You believe in Santa Claus.

2. You don’t believe in Santa Claus.

3. You are Santa Claus.

4. You look like Santa Claus.



SEPTEMBER, 2010

to be made for the President’s Challenge for Show
and Tell. Please add your ideas to the list at the
back of the hall.

Our next meeting on 25th September, will be the
AGM followed by the normal monthly meeting. As
Pam Harris is resigning as the librarian we are
looking for someone to fill this easy position. Pam
has introduced an excellent labeling and card sys-
tem and has things well set up. Thank you Pam for
all your work, you have made things really easy for
your successor.

So there you are members, please give some
thought to becoming our next Librarian and let me
know if you can help us.

Keep those chips flying,

John.

Our display in the
Council Chambers has
been finalized with a
total of $400 collected
from the sale of items.
As we are pleased with this result I have
booked the cabinet for the same time in
August next year.

As there has been some interest in holding
Basic Skill Days to give some help to mem-
bers, this is a reminder to those who are
interested that the first of these will be
held on Saturday 11th September. We are
planning a second one in January, and will
continue to hold them at approximately
three monthly intervals.

We are starting to plan next year’s pro-
gram, and are looking for ideas for items
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President’s Report

I am pleased to present the Annual Financial Report for the Group for the year ended 30 June,
2010.

Total revenue for the year was $13,033.41 and outgoings $11,626.31 providing a surplus of
$1,407.10. We started the year with a credit balance of $3,286.75 and finished with $4,693.85.
Within the final balance we identify the Equipment Fund which had a balance of $1,391.17 leav-
ing general funds of $3,302.68.

Attendance fees amounted to $2,171 similar to the $2,156 of the previous year.
We also had a net income of $381.10 from raffles, $334.40 from commissions on
sales and were ahead by $245.23 on the bus trip to the Sydney Working With
Wood Show.

Three fund raising BBQs at Bunnings store in Braemar yielded net income of
$1,379.80. Most of this was channelled to our Equipment Fund. Members’ annual equipment
levies and the sale of unwanted items of equipment amounted to $1,175. We also received a
Grant of $2,400 from Wingecarribee Shire Council so we were able to spend a total of $3,991.04
on equipment during the year. Major items purchased were new Woodfast Midi lathe, 3 chucks,
2 variable speed motors and 3 steel lathe stands. We also spent $413 on the shed and setting
up of the dust extractor and $99 on a new white board.

Treasurer’s Report
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Membership fees of $25 per member were again received and passed on to the Sydney Wood-
turners Guild. We continue to benefit from this arrangement by having insurance cover pro-
vided by the Guild, by receiving the Guild newsletter “By Hand and Eye” and by accessing other
Guild activities.

Electricity costs are rising but regular expenditure for our rented premises, maintenance and
running costs have remained at very reasonable levels thus helping us to achieve the increased
surplus. Costs of printing Wood Chips were high because of ink prices but changes have been
made which will reduce these in the next year.

The Group’s financial situation is rather better than in previous years and there is no need for
substantial change in charges to members. We have, however altered the weekly attendance
fee to $2 per head for one or two days attendance.

Thank you all again for your friendship and co - operation both of which make the Treasurer ‘s
life a pleasant one. Thanks especially to Bob Miller for helping on Saturdays and for handling
the money when I have been away.

Ian Pye Treasurer 1 September, 2010.

Treasurer’s Annual Report ….cont

be correctly aligned but the center ring of
wood has to be left so that the three legs can
be carved from it. The important part is to get
the top and side angles of the wood left in the
middle correct for the legs
to stand straight at the desired angle .

He marked out the leg spacing
and drilled a 6 mm deep hole for each leg .
The unit was put back onto the lathe ensuring
it matched up with the mark before it was re-
moved and Andrew proceeded to carve away
the redundant wood with his Arbotec .

Andrew stressed the point of having very
sharp tools to carve around the three leg sec-
tions . He super
sharpens , firstly
with a diamond
stone then a 5000
grid stone followed
by a leather strop.

August Highlights ….cont

After carving around the leg area and some
sanding he had a very smooth surface . We had
afternoon tea and Andrew conducted show and
tell . Andrew was impressed
by a lot of very good work and finishes . We

closed for the
day at 4.15 pm.

Text: Fred Schffarczyk

Photos: D Kennard



John Page Awards Nominations

Nominations for July Show and Tell were:

Bill Bailey 1 nomination

Keith Buchanan 2 nominations

Col Hayman 3 nominations

John Page & Excellence Awards

PresidentsChallenge
2010

January: Turned picture frame

February: Bowl with 3 feet

March: Pr duplicate candlesticks

April: Deep hollowed vessel

May: Bowl with “??”

June: Reassembled wall hanging

July: Cutting board

August: Cup, saucer and tea spoon

September: Dinner plate

October: Turned toy or game

November: Ernie NewmanDoll

December: ChristmasOrnaments

Theseare theprojects for the themeof
Show&Tell for eachof the 2010
meetings. This shouldalso pro-
duce a range of items in theExcel-

lenceAward.

SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS
WOODIES GROUP INC.

Mail : PO Box 336

Mittagong NSW 2575

We’re on the web

Sydneywoodturners.com.au

President: John Powell , 48 712 714

Vice-Pres: Roger Wilson, 48 623 175

Secretary: Peter Brett, 48 713 104

Treasurer: Ian Pye, 48 623 750

Guild Rep: Fred Schffarczyk, 48 894 316

Meetings:

4th Sat each month, 10.00am –
4.30pm

Every Friday, 9.30am-12.30pm

Club Shirts, Jumpers, Jackets

See John Harris. You can have logo
made which you sew onto your own
shirt, or he can organize a shirt or

jacket or jumper.

Pay when ordering.

Old Editions of Woodchips.

Did you know that our Woodchips can be
found in full colour on the Guild’s web-
site. I just sent the last few month’s worth
to go up on the web. So the missing edi-

tions should be there.

Library

Check it out.

Jimmy Clewes DVDs bought
at the Show.

Book, videos and DVDs.

Small fee for a month’s
viewing or reading.
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Excellence Award

Nominations for July Show and Tell were:

Max Donato: Lidded box, River Red Gum

Col Hayman: Spheres, Radiata & Huon

Ken Sullivan: Breadboard, Jarrah & Ash & Cedar

Roger Wilson: Bowl, Rosewood

Editor

Bill Shean 49 970 562

sheans@bigpond.net.au

My Favourite Finish…..Bill Shean
As I will not be present at the September meeting, I thought I’d cover my favourite finish in Woodchips.

By far and away, I use Danish Oil the majority of the time. I prefer Rustins when I can get it but will happily use Cabot’s (which you
can get at Bunnings).

My preferred method is to put 3-4 coats on, depending on how hungry the wood is. Cedar is one where 4 is a must and maybe 5 might
be better. The first coat goes on using that formula of ‘put it on as if someone else is paying for it’. That is , flood it on—have the
piece look really wet with oil. Just keep rubbing it round and round with your cloth until the piece is uniformily and well coated.

Five minutes or so later, I use paper towel and wipe off all the excess. 24 hours (at least) later, I buff it on a buffing wheel mounted on
an old bench grinder. I use an unstitched 10in mop, as I find this softer on the finish compared to a stitched mop.

And then do that whole process 2 or 3 more times until you have the patina and sheen that you want.

Got any ideas for 2011 President’s Challenge?
















